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SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER TO HOLD ECONOMIC AFFAIRS PORTFOLIO 
UNTIL NEW MINISTER SELECTED 

REF: BRUSSELS 7342 

1. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, PRIME MINISTER TINDEMANS' 

OFFICE HAS ANNOUNCED INFORMALLY THAT TINDEMANS HIMSELF 
WILL BE REPONSIBLE FOR THE ECONOMIC AFFAIRS PORTFOLIO UNTIL 
SUCCESSOR TO ANDRE OLEFFE, WHO DIED ON AUGUST 18, IS NAMED. 

THIS ANNOUMCEMENT EXPRESSED HOPE THAT OLEFFE’S REPLACEMENT 
MIGHT BE NAMED BY END OF THIS MONTH, BUT MOST OBSERVERS THINK 
TINDMANS IS MORE LIKELY TO TAKE UNTIL MID-SEPTEMBER TO 
CHOOSE REPLACEMENT. 

2. PM TINDEMANS TOLD ME AUGUST 19 THAT HE WOULD BE RETURNING 
TO VACATION SITE IN FRANCE TO CONTINUE WORK ON EC "WISE MAN" 
REPORT. HE SAID REPLACING OLEFFE WILL BE DIFFICULT SINCE 
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THIS KEY JOB. HE INDICATED REPACEMTN MIGHT NOT BE CHOSEN 
SOON. 

3. SPECULATION NOW CENTERS ON EITHER OF TWO WAYS TO FILL 
THE VACANCY: - MOVE AN EXPERIENCED CABINET MEMBER FROM 
HIS PRESENT MINISTRY TO ECONOMIC AFFAIRS. RESHUFFLING AS 
MANY OTHER MINISTRIES AS NECESSARY TO OBTAIN AN ACCEPTABLE 
NEW BALANCE OF PARTY, LINGUISTIC AND REGIONAL FORCES; OR - 
GO OUTSIDE THE PRESENT CABINET FOR SOMEONE WHOSE POLITICAL 
PROFILE IS SIMILAR TO THAT OF OLF.FFF. AND WHO COULD BECOME 
ECONOMIC AFFAIRS MINISTER WITHOUT NECESSITATING ANY FURTHER 
RESHUFFLE. OLF.FFF. WAS NON-MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT, WALLOON, 
MEMBER OF FRANCOPHONE SOCIAL-CHRISTIAN PARTY (PSC), 

FORMER PRESIDENT OF INFLUENTIAL FRANCOPHONE CHRISTIAN WORKER 
MOVEMENT, AND FORMER CHAIRMAN OF NATIONAL BANKING COMMISSION. 

4. COMMENT: AS INDICATED BY TINEEMANS COMMENT, OLEFFE’S 
REPLACEMENT POSES REAL PROBLEM FOR GOVERNMENT AT TIME IT 
FACES DIFFICULT DECISIONS ON ECONOMIC ISSUES. LACK OF 
SUITABLE OUTSIDE CANDIDATE COULD SPUR JOCKEYING AMONG 
COALITION FORCES FOR THIS DEY POST. IF TINDEMANS PROCRAS- 
TINATES IN FILLING THIS JOB IT MAY GIVE RISE TO INTRA-COALITION 
CONTROVERSY WHICH COULD SAP GOVERNMENT'S 

STRENGTH IN PARLIAMENT. RENNER 
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